e

e,

CTHE NEW_YORK TIMEST

Decentralizing Spain 7=

_ ST 27, /976, i
Power tothe ‘i
Provinces, |

TaaPoint

fy ERWARD soHUMACHER
osANGD, Spaim |
HE rumer spread that the contirad Government o
wag planning 10 ciose & telpvision slation Hars
Begun by ihe reglons! Basque poveTInent with: ©
et Madre]s por 5, Five vans of Basgue po- K
wrs were bmmediately called to the station
oo fwe catioads of mational Chil Guards arsived -
and demnleds oniry, saylag there had been o bomb -
tieent, The local polios balked, ared in the ensuing show-
coran 1t Civil Guerd was forced to reireat o
w3 don't krow what 1 fiuard s real intentlon was,” |
rald Jusd Maris Gernrdn, (he station directer, st there ,
was no bomb” he
The mridont tt weeky 120 A5 8ne MoTe shirmish ¢
fetween Madrid and s reptomal governments sver tova) )
sntecny, Whily terrerism practiced In support of »
Basinst dependence dominales the HEWE, wrangting *
over such igsues ay locally run selevision stations mare |
fumdamentally shapes Spanish politics. -
O 3 contment whers centralism rules, Spain has be.:
came Hnrope's most decentralized natlon, 18 derny
cratie Constitution of 1978 divided the country into 17 re-u
gicaal povarnmonts, of “ayionenies.’” Many areas did »
rust have much regional identity hedors, but In just elght’
YORTE Tave s UP BOVETHMEDIS an taken over such.,
; miprns 8t suhouts, hospitals and potlee, Dylng old»
tngeages such as Basgae Jave heen revived. *
Gut the rassfer of power has not atways been,
srmpeth, The testof the vegiomut governments, which re-+
much of their funding from Madrid, has soarsd.:
filcials accuse the Admintstration of Prime;
tepr ot 5 = foer Hzation by,
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The Basque tekivision dispote wag typical of the”
prodiemms that have arisen. The tension began: Uyo.
mesilis agpe when the e government added to H8
e chaanel a secemi one for broadensts in Spanish,
Yoy viow chpnnsl wWas designed to reach the two-thirds of
e area’s twe rmitlion people wha do not speak Basque. it
corpetes wWilh state-run aational felevision, and the
Glanadter Government flicd suil to cloge it, When the suit,
wae digmisged, romers of a forcihie closure hegan. ..
The RBasaue case i3 particniarly sensitive hecauss
frustyalim gvey nUlenuy wsed by the terroyist group
.1 A, {the Fasine abbreviation for Bague Homeland
and Liberty) in justify visiend and press for independ-
e, The group s at e center of one of the most press,
ing Basque autonumy txanes. The regional governmi,
cwanin B owp pelioe to replaee mueh of Spata’s Civil
suard and Notienal Potlos fethe ipht against B T.A.The
iyl Guard in partioniar is regenied in the area for hav-
ing ruthlosshy enforoed a crechdown oo Basque reginnai-
jemm by Framcizeo Froueo, e tate dictatar -
S 3 eailed for the wihdrawalof national
svion for o end 1o the Dghtings
tear roprisals ¥ they kiy down
ep Governmend, however, rejecis
£, parily bBepause it wansld make
cospdination 5o natiensl fight
pasraty bz tho LerepTnTnen TS
spsdisraie By
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